
          Holiday Party; Mozilla Add-Ons 

Hope you all had a grand Thanksgiv-
ing, enjoying the family and food 
that goes with it. Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year to all! Com-
ing up December 10th is the OMUG 
Annual Holiday Potluck Dinner. It 
will be a great time to meet the new 
and grass roots members we have 
read about in the Newsletter and Re-
flector. We will put aside the Gen-
eral Meeting and spend time getting 
to know fellow members and guests. 
 
Glenda Reed has put together an-
other great evening of enjoyment for 
all the OMUG members. This is the 
place to share what all are bringing 
for our taste buds. I have posted in-
formation from Glenda on the web 
site http://olymug.org. There you can 
see the suggested Potluck items to 
bring based on the initial of your last 
name. OMUG will furnish all paper 
plates and plastic ware including 
knives, forks, cups and glasses. 
We'll also have coffee, wine and 
punch. 
 

Mozilla Add-ons 
 

I enjoy writing about information 
that can be useful for the users of our 
group and used with various Operat-
ing Systems. Mozilla Firefox is 
browser widely used with Windows 
and Macintosh platforms, and an OS 
that I use often, Ubuntu (Gnu/Linux) 
which is one of many Linux plat-
forms. These Operating systems use 
many terms such as Platforms and 

Servers, Application Platforms, 
Hosting Operating Systems, Soft-
ware Platforms, Internetwork Oper-
ating Systems, OS, Operating Envi-
ronments, Executives (Software), 
Server Platforms, Platforms. Often, 
you might hear me mention some of 
the above terms.  While some are 
alike, others are a bit different in 
how the data is processed. So there 
are many names that shake up the 
normal brainwaves and affect how 
we perceive them. 
 
DEFINITION: What is an operating 
system? An operating system (often 
abbreviated as "OS") is what exe-
cutes (runs) progams and/or applica-
tions. When an OS is started by a 
boot loader (MBR, i.e. Master Boot 
Record, and/or Grub and many oth-
ers). The boot loader then gives the 
OS the ability to manage all the other 
programs in the computer system. 
The applications or programs do 
make use of the operating system by 
service requests through a defined 
application program interface (API).  
 
In addition, users can interact di-
rectly with the operating system 
through the user interface such as a 
command language or often called 
the Command Line Interface. The 
latest alternative is a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI or often called Point 

  By Paul Braget 
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General Meeting: 
 

December 10 
 

Holiday PotluckHoliday PotluckHoliday PotluckHoliday Potluck    
    

Be sure to bring your Be sure to bring your Be sure to bring your Be sure to bring your     
favorite dish and join your favorite dish and join your favorite dish and join your favorite dish and join your 

OMUG friends for a OMUG friends for a OMUG friends for a OMUG friends for a     
festive holiday party!festive holiday party!festive holiday party!festive holiday party!    

We’ll begin at 6:00 p.m.We’ll begin at 6:00 p.m.We’ll begin at 6:00 p.m.We’ll begin at 6:00 p.m.    
at the Olympia Center.at the Olympia Center.at the Olympia Center.at the Olympia Center.    

    

See page 5 for more See page 5 for more See page 5 for more See page 5 for more     
informationinformationinformationinformation    

 

and Click operations). In multitask-
ing operating systems, where multi-
ple programs can be running at the 
same time, the operating system de-
termines which applications should 
run in which order and what time 
frame should be allowed for each 
application before giving another 
application a turn. It manages the 
sharing of internal memory among 
multiple applications. It handles in-
put and output to the application, the 
memory storage, and to external de-
vices such as the keyboard, monitor, 
or modem connection to the Internet. 
 
Mozilla Firefox is one of these appli-
cations that works on top of the 
Desktop application (Windows, 
KDE, or Gnome Desktop,) to give 
you visual access to the Internet. 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President:  Paul Braget  
   omugpresident@olymug.org  413-6932 
Vice-President:  Huldah Martin 
   vicepresident@olymug.org  486-4531 
Secretary:  Nancy Ross  439-1609 
Treasurer:  Bill Smith  539-7131  
   treasurer@olymug.org   
Newsletter Editor:  Sr. Dorothy Robinson 
   newsletter@olymug.org  438-1771 
Webmaster:  Conrad Schuler 
   webmaster@olymug.org 
Director at Large:  Arlene Kapner 
   omugdirector1@comcast.net  455-0180          
Director at Large:  Vivian Forrester 
   director2@olymug.org   
Director at Large:  Noral Baughman 
   director3@olymug.org  491-4193 
Past President:  Max Whipps 
   pastpresident@olymug.org  503-954-1864 
 

KEY MEMBERS 
APCUG Representative:   
  Conrad Schuler, co.schuler(at)gmail.com 
Audit Committee Chair:   
  Wim Verhoef      
Budget Committee Chair:  
  Shirley Bellinghausen 
Database Manager:   
  Bill Smith  
Elections Chair:   
  Don Hertzog  
Historian:  Available   
Membership Chair:  Available 
Newsletter Distribution Coordinator:   
  Phil Vogel 
Nominating Committee Chair: 
  Arlene Kapner 
Public Relations Chair:  Available 
Scholarship Committee Chair:   
  Bob Wing   
SIG Coordinator:  Jim Wiest  357-9001 
  jlwiest2@yahoo.com 
Special Activities Coordinator:  Pila  
  Laronal 481-0225 kaloaina@gmail.com 
Visitors Coordinator:  Available 
 

The Olympia Microcomputer Users Group 
is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping computer users  
improve their skills with computers. 
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Lilly Love 
Christel Ratliff  
Carol Barker 

Walt Jorgensen 

Lip-Reading & Technology 
By Sr. Dorothy Robinson 

for the OMUG Secretary 
President Paul Braget opened the 
November General Meeting at 7:00 
p.m.  Eighteen members present. 
 

Jill Siegler, our November program 
presenter, was introduced.  Jill is a 
multi-talented, multi-lingual person 
who lost her hearing as an adult, a 
side-effect of chemotherapy. As a 
result of this loss, Jill began learning 
how to communicate by lip-reading 
and learning American Sign Lan-
guange (ASL). She developed a 
strong interest in helping others to 
communicate, and is a community 
advocate volunteer. She is fluent in 
ASL and four other languages, and 
does medical and court interpreting. 
 

Jill finds that lip-reading plays an 
important part in her ability to under-
stand others, and she wants to do 
research to see how lip-reading 
might be taught as a language. She 
has some interesting ideas about how 
lip-reading, American Sign Lan-
guage and holographic imagery 
might come together on a computer 
screen to help people learn how to 
lip-read more effectively. 
 

Her plan is to use several modes of 
learning to reinforce what is being 
taught. The person learning would sit 
facing the computer, where a holo-
graphic image of a person would 
speak English and simultaneously 
sign ASL. Also, the learner would 
see the words being spoken and 
signed via subtitles (for a non-native 
English speaker, the subtitles would 
be in the person's native language). 
 

The holographic image would be 
more effective than a two-

dimensional image, since it would be 
more life-like. Lip-reading necessi-
tates face to face conversation, and 
couresy includes keeping one’s face 
turned toward the person lip-reading. 
 

Jill talked about the work that has 
been done to identify and describe the 
many facial muscle movements, and 
how these also are important to com-
munication. For some interesting 
reading on this topic, see a reprint of 
Malcom Gladwell's New Yorker arti-
cle "The Naked Face" at http://
gladwell .com/2002/2002_08_05 
_a_face.htm  It's rather long, but fas-
cinating and well worth reading. 
 

The kind of computer program Jill 
would like to develop could be used 
in classrooms or at home, and by us-
ing Open Source Software it could be 
quite affordable, making it accessible 
to many more people. Jill is seeking 
funding for research and development 
of such an application. 
 

Jill can be contacted as follows: 
Phone:  360/ 951-0046 
Email:  ladylenalji@yahoo.com   
 

Arlene Kapner won the Raffle Draw-
ing; Phil Vogel won the 50/50 cash 
drawing and John Gerecht won the 
Door Prize.   �  

 

Thanks for Renewing!Thanks for Renewing!Thanks for Renewing!Thanks for Renewing!    
 

John Tissell 
Jean Rancour 
Peggy Wilson  

SNOWBIRDS:   

 

If you are going away for a few months, 
please call / email Treasurer Bill Smith 
and let him know.  He can take you off 
the mailing list temporarily and OMUG 
won’t have to pay return postage for 
your “bounced” newsletter.  Thanks!  � 
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Interim Secretary & Assistant Appointed 
By Nancy Moss 

OMUG Secretary 

appointment, Huldah seconded; all approved; motion 
passed. 
 

The APCUG membership dues of $50 are budgeted to be 
paid after the first of the year. By renewing before De-
cember 31, OMUG would be entered into their raffle. Sr. 
Dorothy moved, Vivian seconded, to approve payment of 
APCUG 2010 dues before December 31 to take advantage 
of the raffle opportunities. All approved; motion passed. 
 

The APCUG National Convention will be held in Phoe-
nix, February 21-23, 2010. The keynote speaker’s presen-
tation will address Windows 7. Huldah recommended that 
ACPUG information be dispersed to the whole member-
ship. 
 

Meeting adjourned 8:15 pm. 

OMUG Income & Expenses 
October 2009 

 
Income: $245  
 

(Membership Dues $200, Raffle Sales $11, 
Bank Interest $1, Rest Stop for Scholarship $28, coffee & 
snacks $5) 
 

Expenses: $349 
 

(Senior Center Donation $50, Newsletter Supplies $299) 
 

Net Decrease: $104 
 

OMUG Treasury as of 11/18/09   

Savings Account Balance:  $2,675 

Scholarship Account Balance:    $3,010 

Checking Account Balance:    $   492 

To Be Deposited:     $     127 

Treasury Total:  $6,304 

Less Outstanding Checks:     $     50 

Present:  Paul Braget, President; Huldah Martin, Vice 
President; Bill Smith, Treasurer; Sr. Dorothy Robinson, 
Newsletter Editor; Arlene Kapner, Director at Large #1; 
Vivian Forrester, Director at Large #2; Noral Baughman, 
Director at Large #3. Guests: Kym Davis and Nancy Moss.  
Absent:  Conrad Schuler, Webmaster, Past President Max 
Whipps 
 

Paul opened the meeting at 7:07 pm. Huldah moved to ap-
prove the October minutes, as posted to the website; Sr. 
Dorothy seconded; all approved. 
 

Huldah reported that the January presentation will be given 
by Jim Wiest.  The topic is to be determined. 
 

The 2009 scholarship recipient is Ben Anderson, a student 
at The Evergreen State College. 
 

Bill reported $245.24 income, $348.72 expenses, with a 
deficit of $103.48. Savings balance is $2,675.13; scholar-
ship balance is $3,101.43; checking balance is $492.46, for 
a total of $6,304.84 in the treasury. 
 

Current membership totals include numbers from a year 
ago and last month. Total membership as of November 18, 
2009 is 181; total membership a year ago was at 218. Peo-
ple whose memberships are about to run out will be called. 
A reminder for snowbirds will be included in the newslet-
ter, to make sure OMUG has current addresses for them. 
 

Director at large #1: Arlene wrote scripts for the nominat-
ing committee to use when calling prospective nominees. It 
was determined that job descriptions could be found in the 
Bylaws link on the webpage. 
 

In unfinished business, Paul is proposing two additions to 
the standing rules and he corrected several spelling errors. 
Paul suggested board members read through the rules and 
look for any changes that need to be made. Are the stand-
ing rules consistent with changes the board has already 
made? Are the standing rules on the CD the same as what 
is on the web page? The standing rules will be reviewed 
and updated at the December board meeting. 
 

Dates for the Rest Stop fundraiser have been scheduled 
with the Department of Transportation: July 17-19, 2010 
and July 23-25, 2011 at the Scattercreek rest area. 
 

Glenda’s poster advertising the Holiday Party will be 
scanned for inclusion in the newsletter and on the website. 
 

In new business, Paul nominated Nancy Moss as  secretary, 
with Kym Davis as back up. Vivian moved to accept this 

Need a ride to the holiday party on December 10?  
Post a note on the Reflector!  Or if you don’t “do the 
Reflector”—call an officer (see page 2 for phone 
numbers) and we’ll post the request for you.  We 
want to see everyone there! 
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I’ve been a member of OMUG since 
February, 1993 or -94, approaching 
16 or 17 years.  I joined to increase 
my computer skills, particularly in 
the ‘NEW’ Windows environment.  
Mostly these days I just want to keep 
reasonably current in the ever chang-
ing environment. 
 

In 1996-’97, I was one of about six 
who met weekly for three or four 
months and drafted new By-laws 
and Standing Rules. Two others on 
that committee were Emily Brooks 
and Max Whipps. Emily was a for-
mer legal secretary and did a marvel-
ous job keeping us in line. Rick De-
Jarnette was President at that time 
and dropped in occasionally to par-
ticipate but generally left us alone to 
work things out. I was the first 
‘Director at Large’ ever elected after 
the position was created, serving two 
terms. 
 

Lynn Kenyon and I organized the 
very first OMUG Rest Stop fund-
raiser in December, 1996. In addi-
tion I served as coordinator for the 
rest stop fundraiser several times, 
served on and chaired the Scholar-
ship Committee, coordinated the 
Beginner’s Special Interest Group 
(SIG) and participated in many other 
SIGs, almost always learning some-
thing new each time. 

Familiar 
Faces: 

 

Don Hertzog 

Continued on page 7...Faces   

Computer Applications for five years 
doing work for city, county and state 
agencies. 
 

About 1979 or ’80 when I learned the 
City of Lacey would get a “Personal 
Computer” for use in the Survey 
group of Public Works. I, like many 
others then and even now, didn’t 
want to be embarrassed and freeze up 
on the keyboard. Accordingly I 
bought my own Texas Instrument T-
49 that incidentally cost me $49. You 
could type on it and record to an au-
dio tape and use the TV as a monitor. 
 

The City of Lacey then purchased a 
Compaq portable (more frequently 
called a luggable, as it weighed a ton) 
with a green view screen about 4”x6” 
and all of 14 Kb of memory, and it 
could read floppy disks. 
 

I discovered the power of spread-
sheets and as I watched an engineer-
aid struggle to compute and verify a 
monthly pay estimate to a contractor 
I began teaching myself Visa-Calc to 
do the same thing. Subsequently, first 
in Lotus and then in Smartware (a 
DOS based modular program with 
database, spreadsheet, writing and 
other applications, similar to the MS 
Office Suite), I developed a program, 
called PCC (Project Cost Control) to 
compute and track the many opera-
tions in administrating a construction 
program. It would do in 15 minutes 
what the engineering tech was doing 
in a day. 
 

WA State DOT was administrating a 
Federal money pass-through program 
to get computers to counties and cit-
ies, and as a result of that PCC pro-
gram the City received a brand new 
286 computer and the program was 
made available to cities, counties and 
even the State Military Dept. 
(National Guard) (When the City 
converted to Windows for “uniform-
mity and consistency,” I and several 
subsequent City Engineers at Lacey 
and other places tried to convert or 
make a similar program based on 
Word and Excel but all of us were 

I am a retired Professional Engineer 
and generally spent my career ad-
ministering consulting engineering 
and/or construction projects for vari-
ous public and private entities. 
 

Starting the summer after my junior 
year in high school, I worked for the 
US Forest Service in central Idaho 
on trail maintenance, lookout and 
fire fighter for three summers. Then 
after 18 months training and serving 
in the occupation forces in South 
Korea after WWII hostilities ended, 
I was accepted as a smokejumper for 
the Forest Service and spent three 
summers back in the McCall, Idaho 
area. Together with the GI Bill, that 
paid for my college education as a 
Civil Engineer.  I graduated from the 
University of Washington in De-
cember, 1952. 
 

I worked four years for the Wash-
ington State Dept. of Fisheries, then 
five years for Hill and Ingman (now 
URS) Consulting Engineers in Seat-
tle. During this time I took a two-
day exam and obtained my Profes-
sional Engineer’s License. 
 

I spent 10 years with the Boeing 
Facilities Dept, including adminis-
tering consulting and construction 
projects on housing for employees in 
the Minuteman Program in Mon-
tana; project engineering supervisor 
(owners representative) for design 
and construction of earthquake re-
pair for Boeing Plant 1; site work 
and railroad construction for the sec-
ond steepest railroad in the US at the 
747 Assembly Plant in Everett, 
WA.; as well as design and con-
struction of the final assembly build-
ing, (worlds largest volume building 
at the time, covering 42 acres in the 
first phase) and finally the HUD 
Kingsgate Development project in 
King County, Washington. 
 

Preceding retirement, I spent 17 
years as Public Works Director, City 
Engineer and/or Special Project En-
gineer for the City of Lacey. Follow-
ing that I had my own one man com-
pany of Peregrine Engineering and 
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 Celebrate the  
 Holiday Season! 

IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON, YOU AND 
YOURS ARE INVITED TO THE OMUG ANNUAL 

HOLIDAY POTLUCK DINNER AND PARTY. 
 

Thursday, December 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

The Olympia Center 
222 Columbia St NW 

(corner of State & Columbia) 

Suggested Potluck item to bring if your last name begins with: 
 A -  F:  Bread, Rolls or Snacks  (chips & dip, etc) 
 G -  L:  Desserts 
 M -  R:  Salads or Vegetables 
 S -  Z:  Main Dish / Entrée (HOT dishes would be good!) 
 

(If anyone would like to bring a box of wine in lieu of a food item, please 
let me know so that we don’t duplicate.) 
 
Any questions, please contact: 
Glenda Reed  360-705-8958 
Email:  olyreed@comcast.net 
 
Sponsored by:  OMUG 

Please come and  
celebrate this  

holiday  
event with good  

friends, great food,  
and holiday cheer! 

 

Spouses, friends and  
prospective new members 

are  welcome! 

See page 7 for Gift Exchange Info! 

OMUG will furnish paper plates, knives, 
forks, cups and glasses. We also will 
have coffee and a nice holiday punch. 
Feel free to bring your own drink if you 
would like something different. 

Please consider  
not wearing 
perfume or  

cologne; some 
people have  
allergies to 

these things. 

I would like to present a brief de-
scription on how to find and install 
two add-ons using Firefox: Video 
Download Helper and WOT (Web 
of Trust). WOT is an application 
similiar to McAfee Site Advisor. In 
addition WOT will allow checking 
the security on sites such as MSN 
and Microsoft. WOT is a free Inter-
net security add-on for your browser. 
It will help keep you safer from on 
line scams, identity theft, spy ware, 
Spam, viruses and unreliable shop-
ping sites. WOT warns you before 
you interact with a risky website. It's 
easy and it's free. 
 
Add-ons are software created by 
people worldwide that add new fea-
tures or functionality to Firefox. 
Add-ons can augment Firefox with 
new search engines, foreign-
language dictionaries, or change the 
visual appearance of Firefox. With 
add-ons, you can customize Firefox 
to meet your needs and tastes. 
 
On the menu bar click on Tools → 
Add-ons. A session titled Add-ons 
will then open. Select Get Add-ons. 
A menu will appear with some sug-
gested add-ons. Just below the op-
tion Get Add-ons is a text box with 
the text “Search All Add-ons” Type 
in “WOT” then press Enter or Re-
turn. Select Add to Firefox.... Select 
WOT and then click the install but-
ton. Click the Restart Firefox button, 
to restart, making setting changes. 
 
People want to post historic footage 
on the Internet, and VideoDown- 
loadHelper can make it possible to 
keep this heritage alive. Music and 
video art can be shared among your 
friends and family and Download is 
a great add-on for doing just that. 
Internet tutorials and you tube vid-
eos can be downloaded as a file to be 
enjoy in you leisure time. Follow the 
instruction for add-ons for your 
Mozilla Firefox and with the WOT 
help you have safe and pleasant surf-
ing the on the Internet.  � 
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Capital High School: 

2707 Conger Ave NW 

in Olympia.  Follow the 

signs to the computer lab 

from the lower parking 

lot. 

 
El Sarape Restaurant: 
1200 Cooper Point Road 

in West Olympia near Sta-

ples and the Post Office. 

 
The Olympia Center: 
222 Columbia Street NW 

in Olympia. 

 

Note:  The computer lab 

at the Olympia Senior 

Center is on the second 

floor behind the boutique. 

MEETING  LOCATIONS 

OMUG Supporters 
     We are thankful for the many people,  
organizations and businesses who support 
OMUG. 
      Below is a list of a few who have given 
back to the community by assisting OMUG in 
its mission to help computer users help com-
puter users and their community. 
      Our supporters provide services and dis-
counts, give of their time, provide space for 
OMUG activities, introduce OMUG members 
to new products, share knowledge and exper-
tise, provide OMUG with software and hard-
ware, or provide educational opportunities.  
All of them are appreciated. 
  

 Senior Services for South Sound 
 Olympia Computer Central 
 IPMA 
 Adobe 
 Microsoft 
 Cartridge Care, Inc 
 Ubuntu 
 Canonical, Ltd. 

Idea for a new SIG?   

Tell any OMUG board member! 

unsuccessful). I understand that several years after I retired in 
’93, the City IE department built a similar program that runs in 
Access. 
 

I’m married to Barbara, who worked in WSDOT traffic stud-
ies, where she developed many statistical programs in SAS for 
use in such studies. We each had three children by former mar-
riages.  � 

Continued from page 4...Faces 

 

Holiday Party Gift Exchange 
This year at our annual Christmas meeting (December 10th) 
we will have a gift exchange.  This is a voluntary event.  You 
do not have to participate.  It is a very simple and inexpensive 
activity.  For those who want, bring a gift that would be ac-
ceptable for either a male or female.  It must have a cost of $5 
or less.   
 

The gift does not have to be computer related.  My wife and I 
have several “white elephants” that would be great gifts for 
somebody else.  They are new and still in the original boxes.  I 
am sure that they had an original cost of more than $5.  As 
long as the item did not cost us more than $5, it qualifies for 
the exchange.   
 

We will give each person who brings a gift a redemption 
ticket.  After dinner those who have brought gifts will be able 
to exchange their tickets for one of the packages.  
 

Please come to our celebration.  It will be fun.  See you there. 
 

—Gary Bigger, OMUG Member 


