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Winter Wonderland—Ba

By Max Whipps
OMUG President

I’ve spent the last six weeks
assisting my former wife who is
recuperating from abdominal sur-
gery. She’s healing nicely, but is
restricted in both physical move-
ment and lifting. She’s not sup-
posed to bend over or lift more
than a pound. If you think those
aren’t significant restrictions, try
to get through the day without
doing either or both. Of course I
have to keep an eagle eye on her
to make sure she adheres to her
restrictions until cleared by her
doctor. But then, she didn’t listen
to me when we were married ei-
ther!

The challenge of continuing to
keep up with my OMUG duties
and with my duties as secretary
for another nonprofit group is for-
midable when not at home. It was
impractical to put in a change of
address for only eight weeks so I
put in a vacation hold order
which is restricted to 30 days. I
figured on driving back to Olym-
pia every couple of weeks (from
Portland), pick up my mail, print
any membership cards needed,
and bring them back down here
the next morning to laminate and
mail out. While there, I’d also
pick up some prescriptions and
pay whichever bills came in the
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mail. The plan worked well the
first two times and I figured eve-
rything was under control. And
then, it snowed.

The first day wasn’t too bad and
I had no problem getting around
the local neighborhood. Then I
got an e-mail telling me the
OMUG Business Meeting was
canceled due to driving condi-
tions. I called Walt Sonnenstuhl
who told me they had four inches
of snow and all of the roads, in-
cluding the freeways, were haz-
ardous to drive on. I found I
could keep up with my bills by
checking with the vendors online
and paying them with my credit
union’s Bill Payer system. Com-
puters are really handy some-
times.

So okay, I'd wait a couple of
days. And then, the sleet came.
With help from the winds com-
ing through the Columbia River
gorge and temperatures not ris-
ing out of the 20s, everything
froze—including my car which
is used to being in a garage. My
poor Explorer looked forlorn

N, Humbug!

covered by a quarter-inch of ice
under six inches of snow. Yester-
day, I couldn’t open the door as it
was frozen shut. This afternoon, I
managed to get the door open
after pounding on the edges for
about ten minutes. I had to pick
up my prescriptions, so it was
rather important to me.

Once on the road, it was fun! I
laughed as I drove by the poor
blokes that didn’t have four-
wheel drive. And, I saved the
Christmas dinner by going to the
grocery store. So even though I
got the satisfaction of showing
off, I would still rather do with
ordinary rain. As to the beauty of
snow covered streets, trees and
houses; bah, humbug!

January 8 Program
General Meeting:

Trlib.org

Cheryl Heywood of the Timber-
land Regional Library will be with
us again in January—with more
tips and tricks on finding out what
you want to know using the many
resources of our library system
and your computer. Just recently
your Editor got an Inter-Library
Loan (ILL); a book not locally
available which she really wanted
to read. She started by clicking
on Ask a Question using Online
Chat. Easy, and the book was a
good read, too!
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Flying to Peru by Bus

My plan was to go to Alaska via the
inside passage using the ferry sys-
tem. I had made reservations and
paid a tour company when, just a
couple of weeks before departure,
the company returned my money
saying the trip was canceled. I was
disappointed, and a little angry.

But I had been getting brochures
about a trip to Peru with six days by
riverboat on the Amazon, and an
add-on trip to the Aztec ruins at Ma-
chu Picchu, so I picked up the phone
and started over.

There were some things I had to do
to get ready. Malaria medicine (for
the rain forest), high altitude medi-
cine (for 11,000 feet at Cuzco). In-
dustrial strength sunscreen and insect
repellent, as well as rain gear, hat,
sunglasses etc. Also, I had heard that
the humidity in the rain forest ate
cameras, so I got a rain shield, desic-
cant, and finally a back-up camera.

On 9/11 (easy date to remember), I
flew six hours to Atlanta. It was cool
when I left so I was wearing a jacket.
That gets you some second looks
when a lot of people in the Atlanta
airport were wearing shorts. Seven

By Larry Jensen
OMUG Secretary

more hours to Lima, Peru. It's a big
international airport and probably no
more chaotic than others but it sure
seemed like it. Maybe because every-
thing is in Spanish. I speak a little,
but this was pretty overwhelming.
Eventually, our tour director rounded
everybody up and we got on a bus for
a 45 minute trip through traffic to our
hotel. And what traffic—it looks like
everybody is playing “chicken."

After the obligatory tours of the city
and various museums, we got up at 3
AM, bussed back to the airport and
caught a plane to Iquitos, a major port
accessible only by plane or boat.

It was raining hard when we arrived.
A bus took us to the dock where our
river boat was tied up. La Turmalina
was a 127" wooden boat built in the
style of the 19™ century river boats
with accommodations for 28 passen-
gers, a large observation deck, a wet
bar and a large dining room. The cab-
ins were air conditioned with a bath-
room and shower.

Continued on page 3...Peru

Our Best Party!

By Larry Jensen
OMUG Secretary

About forty members and guests enjoyed the December 2008 General Meet-
ing, which was the traditional Christmas Pot Luck and Silent Auction. Glenda

Thanks for Renewing!

Wim & Rae Verhoef
Dixie Cattell
Harlin Baker

Bill Larson
Julie Lancelotti
Jacob & Charmaine
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ol ol w w4 Reeddid her usual fine job of organiz-
4f ing the party. The food was plentiful
4/ and delicious, topped off by a variety
4/ of desserts. Glenda along with Mary
4/ Bigger worked behind the food table,
4/ both dressed in holiday red; Gary Big-
4/ ger ran the auction with his usual flair,
4/ Sister Dorothy Robinson was the cash-
4/ ier and we had some stand-up comedy
4/ from newcomer Vaude deVille.

Treasurer Gary Bigger reported pro-
ceeds of $426 from the auction.

4/ It was an enjoyable and successful
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Continued from page 2...Peru

The next six days were spent working our way up the Ama-
zon to where it begins, and then up some of its tributaries.
The ship had two launches and when we went exploring,
Edgar, our leader, and Ricardo, the naturalist were there to
point things out with a laser pointer. Both of them had been
born and grew up in the rain forest. Being a guide is a very
prestigious position in Peru. The bartender on the ship was
a graduate chemical engineer, but he was training to be a
guide.

We went ashore|
several times to
look at things in
the jungle and to s "
visit the rain for-
est people. It was
the dry season so
the river was low,
but the banks
were muddy,
making for some interesting moments. In the wet season,
the river would rise about 30 feet, flooding the jungle along
the river. Because of this, the houses were built on stilts to
keep them above water.

One of the most interesting shore excursions we had was to
visit a school. I had read about Peru's effort to distribute
750,000 laptops to schools in inaccessible areas, but no-

= body I talked to knew
anything about them. At
this school, there were
some desks and a black-

J_,’-a she was about 14. We had
brought some things like

notebooks and pens but
they needed far more than that. In return they offered us a

delicacy—roasted palm grubs. They were about the size of

your thumb with a big black head. People that tried them
said they tasted like nuts. I couldn't say; I passed.

We had one trip where we fished for piranha. We just had
sticks with a piece of line tied to the end and a barb-less
hook on the line. Bait was raw meat (naturally). They didn't
gulp the bait but nibbled it so getting a bite was easy, but
landing them was difficult. I caught one and got another
out of the water before he wriggled off. Eventually we fed
a lot of them and caught enough that they cooked them for
lunch later that day. They were so small and so bony that
they really didn't make a very good meal.

We returned to Iquitos and then flew back to Lima. This
was the most frustrating part of the whole trip for me. I had

a window seat and we flew over the Andes. It was some
of the most spectacular scenery I have ever seen, and my
camera was inaccessible!

Another trip through the airport, and another 45 minute
bus ride to the hotel. The hotel had a couple of computers
and I was able (with difficulty) to send e-mails. To begin
with, the computers didn't have the @ key. (I think it's
control-64, but I'm not sure now.) Also, they had a very
old version of Yahoo which didn't work very well.

A day later, another 45 minutes to the airport and a flight
to Cuzco. At 11,000 feet and built on hills, walking
around is a real challenge, at least for me. The next day
was a “free day” where we could explore on our own, but
there were some demonstrations going on in town and we
were advised to stay off the streets.

The trip to Machu Picchu the next day by bus and train
went through very mountainous country as you might ex-
pect. We stayed in a small hotel in the middle of town.
There was a party going on in the street outside the hotel
and the very loud music went on until well past midnight.

We went to the ruins the next day and I was far more im-
pressed than I had expected to be. They had quarried huge
stones, cut them to fit and transported them miles. They
had also built terraces out of rock, then brought in soil for

Continued on page 5...Peru

December Business Meeting
was canceled due to snow

OMUG Income & Expenses
November 2008

Income: $195

(Membership Dues $180,
Raffle Sales $13, Bank Interest $2)

Expenses: $ 53
(Senior Center Donation $50, Certificates $3)

Net Increase: $142

OMUG Treasury as of 12/18/2008

Savings Account Balance: $3,117
Scholarship Account Balance: $3,008
Checking Account Balance: $ 468
To Be Deposited: $ 62
Less Outstanding Checks: $ 147

Treasury Total: $6,508
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Zoomware 1.0

By Sister Dorothy Robinson
OMUG Newsletter Editor

I've noticed that, as I ripen (mature?
get older? fall apart?), I don't see as
well as I used to. I've worn glasses
since Sth grade, but things really
changed in my 40's (trifocals) and
now in my 60's I need computer
glasses to make life in front of the
screen possible without a crick in my
neck.

Even with computer glasses, though,
there are times when I'm working on
a computer with the screen resolu-
tion set higher than I normally use,
and I'm really leaning in to decipher
those teeny-tiny little letters.

For those situations, Zoomware 1.0,
made for Windows by Ai Squared,
can really be a help. For example,
while writing this review, 1 have
Zoomware turned on and set to mag-
nify the whole page. That seems like
the best setting for me when I'm do-
ing a project. The user interface is a
4" square window in the middle of
the screen, with four tabs: View,
Color, Pointer and Cursor.

On the View tab, in addition to the
whole page view, there are two oth-
ers. One is a larger (4 x 6" or so)
rectangle of magnification, and the
other is a smaller rectangle (2 x 2
1/2" or so). When I click on one of
those, the magnified area is limited
to what I need to see at the moment
(the view area follows the mouse).

[ ZoomWare T

Fainter

In the whole page view, since every-
thing is larger, some parts of the
screen are out of view—but [ can
quickly bring them into the viewing
area by moving my mouse toward
the place they are supposed to be
(i.e. toward the top of the screen for
the menus and toward the bottom of
the screen for the taskbar, or to ei-
ther side of the screen).

On the Color tab, the first icon is
Normal color. The middle one is
Reverse, i.e. light colors are shown
as dark and dark as light—which I
love for webpages that have dark
background and light lettering. That
is a combination that I'm likely to
navigate away from at once without
a tool like Zoomware; for me, it's
just too hard to read, no matter how
cool the author thinks it looks.

ZoomWare -

The third Color icon is one that lets
me set the background color to a
number of different pastel colors. I
have it set right now to a buff color,
which is a lot easier on the eyes than
white. So my window has the usual
blue and grey colors, but anything
that was white is now buff.

On the Pointer tab, there are 3 set-
tings for the mouse pointer. The first
is Normal (but I'm seeing it slightly
enlarged since I have the whole page
view turned on); the second is one
where I can choose from 9 colors for
my pointer, including red and pur-
ple! The third tab lets me set a really
big pointer and choose a color as

well. The large size and color makes
the pointer easy to locate, but for me
is a little distracting.

= ZoomWare A
S
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The fourth tab is Cursor, and there
are two choices—the first icon is
Normal (boring!) and the second
allows me to choose a large cursor
and to set a color for the top and bot-
tom indicators which make the cur-
sor much easier to see. In the screen-
shot, you can see that I have chosen
green for the indicators (it has an
orange border indicating highlight-
ing), but my mouse pointer and the
preview icon are not captured in the
shot which was done with Windows
Print Screen.

i
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I also tried PC Screen Capture,
which was briefly reviewed last
month, but it could not capture the
mouse pointer or the cursor indica-
tors either. I'm sure there is a very
technical and electric reason for this,
but we computer fans are nothing if

Continued on page 5...Zoomware 1.0
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Continued from page 4...Zoomware 1.0

not inventive: I opened MS Paint,
pasted my screenshot into it, then
painted in the green indicators...so
you'll have an idea what they look
like. And they are really helpful for
finding that evasive cursor!

Above the tabs, there are 3 icons: the
Power button is in the middle and
you can turn off all magnification by
clicking it—without exiting the pro-
gram (to exit, click the X in the up-
per right corner). The left and right
buttons contain a Z. The left button
decreases magnification and the right
one increases it. Besides Normal (no
magnification), there are 3 increas-
ing levels of magnification that
should make it possible for almost
anyone to see what's happening on
the screen.

Zoomware takes a bit of getting used
to, but once that happens it is a very
handy tool for anyone with vision
problems. You can buy Zoomware at
http://www.getzoomware.com/store
It is available as a download in the
US and Canada for $149, or as a
download with subsequent shipment
for $175; and as an international
download for $229 or with subse-
quent shipment for $265. Interna-
tional downloads are available in 17
languages.

This price might be a bit spendy for
people on a fixed income. If you
haven't figured it out yet, MS Win-
dows, at least XP, offers a built in
magnifier under Start—Programs—
Accessories—Accessibility. In W-
XP it offers 9 levels of magnifica-
tion, and level 2 is helpful, but level
3 is pixilated at my resolution and it
deteriorates from there. It opens a
rectangular window, long and nar-
row, at the top of the screen which
shows whatever you are focusing on
with mouse or keyboard on the rest
of the screen. The quality is nowhere
near that of Zoomware 1.0, but
might be helpful for some.

Software for review was provided by Ai
Squared via APCUG referral. —Editor

Anti-Virus Info

By Phil Vogel
OMUG & GNU/Linux SIG Member

On a recent family visit to the Big
Island of Hawaii, 1 looked for a
PCMCIA wireless card for the Dell
Inspiron that I was giving to my
grandnieces. I went to Falcon Com-
puters in Kamuela and met the
owner Sean Paine. | was out of luck
in getting the PCMCIA card, but
struck up a very interesting conver-
sation with him about computer
viruses. He told me about a Greek
web site that compares most of the

anti-viruses with one another. The
site is: http://www.virus.gr He
builds computers for people and
uses Kaspersky anti-virus rather
than anything else. So how does
your anti-virus stack up? Interest-
ing, isn't it?

Me? Oh, I use Ubuntu as an operat-
ing system on this computer and
don't need one.

Editor’s note: If the above-mentioned
website looks like Greek to you, that’s
because, well, it is! Look toward the
top of the screen, though, and you’ll see
the “English Version” button; press it
and you’ll be able to read it...as long as
you read English.

Continued from page 3...Peru

their gardens.
£ ; ‘#' 4 .

The flight back to Lima was anticli-
mactic. We did fly over the Andes
and I did have my camera ready, but
with the clouds, there was nothing to
see. Another trip through the airport
and another 45 minute bus ride to the
hotel. Another day in Lima, then an-
other 45 minute bus ride at midnight
to the airport for the sixth time!

I believe their security at the airport
is tighter than ours. After going
through all the checks, while sitting
in the departure lounge, a woman
came by and checked our passports

again. We had finally gotten on the
plane when there was a disturbance
across the aisle and a couple of seats

ahead. The man in the seat was very
drunk and the flight attendant was
trying to get him off. Eventually it
took three flight attendants and a
security guard with a gun to get him
off! After he was off, the security
man came back and dismantled the
seat, making sure that he hadn't left
something explosive behind.

Eventually we took off. Seven hours
to Atlanta and six hours to Seattle
and [ wasn't sure that | ever wanted
to see another plane—or the Lima
airport—again.
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Election Committee Forming

OMUG Supporters

Arlene Kapner, our Election Committee Chair, is

looking for a few good people. To make the work W? e thankful for t'he many people,
short and easy, she’d like to have 12 volunteers to organizations and businesses who support
call OMUG members about running for office. Yes, = OMUG.

it really is about that time again! Below is a list of a few who have given

) ) back to the community by assisting OMUG in
“With a dozen people making calls, each person

, . its mission to help computer users help com-
should have only ab01,1,t an hour’s VV‘(‘)I'k—HICG and puter users and their community.

short for allhconcemed, Arlgne says. “Also, I have a Our supporters provide services and dis-
sort of script—or description—of what should be counts, give of their time, provide space for
said to each QMUG mer’?ber, so the Voluqteers don't OMUG activities, introduce OMUG members
even have to 1f1vent that.” See page 6 of this newslet- to new products, share knowledge and exper-
fier for Arlene’s phone number and give her a call to- tise, provide OMUG with software and hard-
ay.

ware, or provide educational opportunities.
All of them are appreciated.

Senior Services for South Sound

Olympia Computer Central
IPMA

Adobe

Microsoft
Cartridge Care, Inc
Ubuntu

Canonical, Ltd.

Idea for a new SIG? @
Tell any OMUG board member! é’/

o

Capital High School:
2707 Conger Ave NW

Thurston Ave Ne

Thurston Ave Nw
in Olympia. Follow the %
signs to the compute.r lab Parkin g Lot '%
from the lower parking & = . e N
lot B :E G'l‘:"""'?'"a Ve
' \ € g
. ¥ =
El Sarape Restaurant: Olympla Senior
1200 Cooper Point Road | 5o ntar g Jocated in s N
in West Olympia near Sta- State AV
ples and the Post Office. the south end of the State
Ol ia Communit
The Olympia Center: ymp S y é
222 Columbia Street NW  Center building. 9 Ath Ave E
in Olympia. ? B
% o o 5
o - =
Note: The computer lab = = = 5 3 e
at the Olympia Senior £ & T = < | oy |\
Center is on the second T u W 2 Sih Ave o
floor behind the boutique. | o5, @ 4 D i
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