
Get Your Money’s Worth! 

We have 155 active members, yet 
we average between 25 – 35 mem-
bers for our monthly General Meet-
ing. Suggestions to increase atten-
dance are most welcome. 
 
Attendance at our Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) is even worse. Of 
course there are all kinds of reasons 
members can’t come, but I suspect 
one reason is most don’t really know 
what goes on at the SIGs. 
 
We currently have five Special Inter-
est Groups and one Social Interest 
Group (OMUG Lunch Bunch). I’ll 
focus on just one SIG this month. 
 
The oldest of these is the MS Win-
dows SIG. The Windows SIG was 
started in 1990 by former member 
Loren Freeman and has been held 
monthly ever since then. Originally, 
the SIG only covered the Windows 
Operating System because it was so 
new and radically different than the 
previous MS DOS operating system 
that it took a lot of explaining. As 
time went by, Windows became the 
mainstream operating system and 
most members have become pretty 
familiar with it—but not all. We will 
always have members new to com-
puters that aren’t familiar with any 
operating system. Further, there are 
hundreds of applications (programs) 
designed to work with Windows. 
Since we can’t have SIGs for all of 
these applications, we now will 
tackle any application designed for 

Windows at the Windows SIG. That 
doesn’t mean we know them all, but 
almost always a member attending 
the SIG will be familiar with the 
one you want to know about. The 
SIG is not a class; it’s a discussion 
group. It largely depends on mem-
bers asking questions. If no one 
asks a question, the leader will start 
talking about various aspects of 
Windows that the neophyte is not 
likely to be aware of, such as con-
text menus, customizing options, 
etc. This usually gets the questions 
started. 
 
Members new to computing are of-
ten shy about asking questions they 
fear will make them look stupid. 
There is no such question. Every-
one is ignorant—only about differ-
ent things. Then too, some new to 
computers don’t know the jargon 
and feel they can’t really frame their 
question or they don’t know what to 
ask because they have no idea what 
all they can do with a computer and 
don’t know what they don’t know. 
We really are a friendly group and 
will spend extra time with people 
new to computers or new to certain 
applications, such as Office pro-
grams (word processor, spreadsheet, 
E-mail client, presentation software 
and others). We also often look at 
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security issues that new users may 
not be familiar with. We used to 
have a separate SIG for MS Office, 
but it was discontinued due to a lack 
of attendance. We’ve had a number 
of SIGs that were discontinued due 
to lack of attendance, and the same 
could happen to any of the SIGs cur-
rently offered, although the Win-
dows and GNU/Linux SIGs seem 
pretty safe for now. 
 
The point is, if you’re really inter-
ested in getting value for your dues, 
you need to come to where the action 
is—the SIGs. I have led the Win-
dows SIG for about seven years and 
am quite experienced with Windows 
and a lot of Windows applications. 
Nonetheless, there has not been a 
Windows SIG meeting where I did-
n’t learn something new.  � 
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October 9 Program 
at the General Meeting: 

 

Web 2.0 
 

Chuck Vose, Evergreen student 
and OMUG scholarship recipient, 
talks about the mysteries of Web 
2.0—what it is and how it affected 
history.  Ever wondered what the 
internet really is, and how all the 
parts work together?  Chuck 
hopes we’ll have a more concrete 
understanding of this by the end 
of his talk.  The last part of his 
presentation will be based on 
questions from all of us:  Hmm, 
could this be Presentation 2.0?  
Don’t miss this one!  � 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

President:  Max Whipps 
   president@olymug.org  486-9959 
Vice-President:  Vivian Forrester 
   vicepresident@olymug.org    
Secretary:  Larry Jensen 
   secretary@olymug.org  456-3555 
Treasurer:  Gary Bigger 
   treasurer@olymug.org  426-7055 
Newsletter Editor:  Sr. Dorothy Robinson 
   newsletter@olymug.org  438-1771 
Webmaster:  Pat Sonnenstuhl 
   webmaster@olymug.org  943-8933 
Director at Large:  Arlene Kapner 
   Omugdirector1@comcast.net  455-0180          
Director at Large:  Tonney Yamane 
   director2@olymug.org  943-2287 
Director at Large:  Jim Simmons 
   director3@olymug.org   
 

KEY MEMBERS 
APCUG Representative:   
  John Gerecht     (see page 6 for email) 
Audit Committee Chair:   
  Wim Verhoef      
Budget Committee Chair  
& Database Manager:   
  Gary Bigger  426-7055 
Elections Chair:   
  Bob Steinberg      
Historian:   
  David Belles   
Membership Chair:  Open 
Newsletter Distribution Coordinator: 
  Open 
Nominating Committee Chair: 
  Arlene Kapner  (see page 6 for phone) 
Public Relations Chair:   
  Open 
Scholarship Committee Chair:   
  Bob Wing   
SIG Coordinator:  Max Whipps 486-9959 
Special Activities Coordinator:   
  Open  
Visitors Coordinator:    
  Open 
 

The Olympia Microcomputer Users Group 
is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 
dedicated to helping computer users  
improve their skills with computers. 
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President Max Whipps opened the 
meeting at 7:07 PM. About 20 mem-
bers were present. 
 
Vice President Vivian Forrester in-
troduced the speaker, Thurston 
County Auditor Kim Wyman. Kim 
has served as Thurston County Audi-
tor since January 2001.  She is a 
graduate of California State Univer-
sity, Long Beach and holds a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public Administration 
from Troy State University in Ala-
bama.  Kim is a Certified Elections/
Registration Administrator (CERA) 
through Auburn University and the 
Election Center as well as a Wash-
ington State Certified Election Ad-
ministrator through the Office of the 
Secretary of State.  
 
Kim gave us a talk about how her 
office and staff prepare for an elec-
tion, and what they do during and 
after an election. Then she showed a 
DVD titled Path of the Ballot, made 
by TVW, the Washington State Pub-
lic Affairs TV Network. 
 
Kim said that her office aims to as-
sure a secure process that is accurate 
and transparent. She talked about the 
various levels of security, both in 
manual and computer handling of 
ballots and voter data. The computer 
system that is used to tabulate ballots 
is called Unity, a standalone system 
that is not connected to or accessible 
from any networks. No one has ac-
cess to this system except Kim's 
staff. 
 
Drew Hendrickson, whom Kim 
called “kind of a computer guru,” 
once asked her a hard question which 
led to some physical changes in the 
election shop facility. He wanted to 
know how he could be sure that com-
puter cables that were not visible 

weren't being tapped into and con-
nected to a network, allowing illegal 
access. On a visit to the shop facility 
today you will see all the wires and 
cables out in the open. 
 
Kim described the Logic and Accu-
racy tests she and her staff do prior to 
each election, to make sure the ma-
chines are performing as they should. 
A process that is most important in 
case an election is challenged is the 
building of an “audit trail.” This 
means that through security measures, 
like locked facilities and having two 
employees present during each step, 
and through logging, the auditor's of-
fice can show that ballots are only ac-
cessible to authorized personnel 
throughout the election process. 
 
Cameras were already in place at en-
trances, but more recently have been 
added to the entire shop facility to in-
crease security around ballot handling. 
 
During the question period, someone 
asked how Kim's office prevents a 
voter from voting twice, for example 
by registering in two different coun-
ties. Since 2006, Washington has had 
a state-wide database so that a voter's 
registration can be checked against it 
to prevent that problem. 
 
Although Kim's office makes every 
effort to assure secure, accurate and 
transparent elections, Kim said, “I al-
ways say the election administrator's 
prayer: Please, please, please—let the 
winners win big!” 
 
John Marshall won the drawing, and 
Vivian Forrester announced that our 
scholarship winner Chuck Vose will 
talk to us in October about Web 2.0, 
with time for questions.  � 

Technology & Elections 

    By Dorothy Robinson  
OMUG Newsletter Editor 

purrint 
A great little screen shot application; 
preview your shot before you print, 
copy to clipboard or save it to a file. 
http://www.bcheck.net/apps/           —Editor  
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Start Saving Goodies for December Auction! 

ByShirley Bellinghausen 
Past President 

 
Glenda has been contacted by Vivian and Max about 
the December Holiday Auction and Potluck. She is 
willing to be in charge of that event. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8 pm.  � 

OMUG Income & Expenses 
August  2008 

 
 

Income: $ 110 
 

(Membership Dues- $100, Raffle Sales $7, Bank Interest $3) 
 

Expenses: $ 579 
 

(Senior Center Donation $50, Liability Insurance $325, 
Newsletter Supplies $71, Stamps $42, Picnic Supplies $91) 
 

Net Decrease: $ 469 
 

OMUG Treasury as of 09/19/2008   

Savings Account Balance:  $2,963 

Scholarship Account Balance:    $3,004 

Checking Account Balance:    $   146 

To Be Deposited:     $       0 

Treasury Total:  $6,059 

Less Outstanding Checks:  $     54 

The monthly business meeting of the OMUG board 
convened at 7 pm on September 18 in the Computer 
room of the Senior Center. 
 
Present were President Max Whipps, Vice President 
Vivian Forester, Treasurer Gary Bigger, Newsletter 
editor Sister Dorothy Robinson, Directors-at-large 
Tonney Yamane and Arlene Kapner, and Past Presi-
dent Shirley Bellinghausen. Absent were Webmaster 
Pat Sonnenstuhl, Director-at-large Jim Simmons, and 
Secretary Larry Jensen. 
 
The previous minutes were approved as well as the 
Treasurer’s report. Gary explained that OMUG was 
exempt from filing a new State of Washington non-
profit report as we did not take in over $25,000 in a 
year. 
 
Vivian suggested that the outgoing Vice President 
have a program arranged for the May meeting in order 
to let the new Vice President settle into her/his posi-
tion after being elected before having to find a pro-
gram for a meeting.  The new Vice President would be 
responsible for the June and all subsequent programs.  
All agreed. 
 
Tonney mentioned he had received two newsletters, 
and so had a few others.  Max will see that that is cor-
rected for next month.  We think the printer 
“hiccupped” during the printing of labels.   
 
Arlene announced she had four people signed up for 
the October Beginning Word session. 
 
The membership surveys were discussed. Max has a 
PDF program that can be filled out on line by mem-
bers and returned via the Internet to the chairman for 
compiling. The idea was accepted and Max will talk to 
the Webmaster about implementing it. 
 
The annual picnic can be set on an August Saturday/
Sunday. Max will contact the Parks Department and 
ask for the Rose Garden location again as our first 
choice, with a couple of other locations as backup 
choices. 

 

Thanks  
for Renewing! 

 

Mary Rose  
Richie & Virginia  

Cunningham 

 

 

Welcome, 
New  

& Returning  
Members! 

 

 

Marcelene Darling 
Jack Garlich 
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Long time OMUG member and 
originator of OMUG’s first SIG, 
Loren Freeman of Olympia, 84, 
died Wednesday, September 17. 
 

From OMUG’s History page: 
 

In 1990, Microsoft released Win-
dows 3.0, but even though it be-
gan to grow in popularity the ma-
jority of the membership refused 
to discuss the new operating sys-
tem, believing DOS as the only 
subject worthy of discussion at 
the general meetings. One man, 
however, saw the writing on the 
wall (or the monitor, as it were) 
and realized that if OMUG were 
to grow and thus continue as an 
organization it must accept the 
new members Windows would 
attract. That man was Loren Free-
man, and to address the growing 
interest in Windows he started the 
group's first Special Interest 
Group, the Windows SIG, which 
continues in popularity to this 
day. 
 

In 1990, John Gerecht left 
“MUG” to attend college. Loren 
Freeman took up the reins of 
newsletter editor and held the po-
sition for the next few years.  
Along with other early members, 

Loren helped with putting to-
gether the history of OMUG. He 
also contributed some items to 
OMUG's archives. 
 

Our members recall Loren: 
 

Pat Sonnenstuhl says, “ I remem-
ber Loren was that smiling man 
who really believed in OMUG. 
He hosted the Newsletter Party 
for many years in his garage, al-
ways providing coffee and cook-
ies for us.  He had great insights 
about the club, and the directions 
we could go.” 
 

Bob Elves remembers, “I first 
met Loren Freeman when we had 
Kingfishers (currently the Lunch 
Bunch) meeting on the second 
floor of the old Olympia Library. 
At that time I found out that he 

was a retired Army officer in 
bombing missions over Germany 
in World War II and after the war 
he was transferred to Army intel-
ligence. He always brought a lot 
to the meetings and was always a 
pleasant to be around. Later when 
we had to move from our second 
location because the restaurant 
was closing, we had to find a lo-
cation where he could walk to the 
meetings because his eyesight 
was failing. That is why we 
picked the Mexican restaurant. I 
know I will miss him—he was a 
great guy.”  � 

Invite a friend to an OMUG 
meeting.  If s/he joins,  
YOU get 3 free months  

and they get the benefits of  
membership!  Our next 
meeting is October 9, so 
bring your friend along!  

Farewell, Loren— 
We’ll miss you! 

Familiar 
Faces: 

 

Patricia Perry 

A profile of someone you’ve seen around 
OMUG meetings but may not know much 
about.   Pat’s profile was published in 
September without a picture.   Here’s 
the photo that wasn’t available then; 
when you see her at a meeting, say 
hello!                                  —Editor 

Loren Freeman 

Photo © John Gerecht 1999 

Loren & Wendy Freeman at Picnic 

Photo by Pat Sonnenstuhl 

     Linux Tips 
 

Here’s a great webpage for those 
new (or even not so new) to 
Linux.  Lots of tips and tricks in 
many categories, e.g. The Termi-
nal/Console, Installing Software, 
File System, Configuring Your 
System, and so on.  Here’s the 
address:   
http://www.brunolinux.com/ 
 

Another extensive page for Linux 
help is http://www.pallier.org/
r e s s o u r c e s / l i n ux _ how t o s /
linux_howto.html    Check it out 
when you need to know how to 
do something in Linux.  Christo-
phe Pallier is open to new “tip” 
suggestions for his page, too.  � 
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Obtained from APCUG with the author's 
permission for publication by  

APCUG member groups. 

By Lee Reynolds, Member 
Broward Personal Computer Association 

of Florida   http://www.bpca.com 
LeeTutor(at)earthlink.net 

 Send To 
 Start Menu 
 Templates 
 

If you click on any of these short-
cuts, except Recent, you will im-
mediately be presented with an 
error message: "<folder path> is 
not accessible, Access is denied,” 
then you have to click the OK 
button to dismiss the message. 
 

All of those shortcuts are there 
for compatibility reasons, in order 
for the system to be able to access 
certain locations that were used in 
Windows XP. The actual path of 
each of those locations has 
changed in Windows Vista. For 
example, the folder that was ac-
cessed in this way in Windows 
XP— 
C : \Do cumen t s  a n d  S e t -
tings\<AccountName>\My Docu-
ments  
—is now here in Vista: 
C:\Users\<AccountName>\Docu
ments. 
 

Backup and Partitioning 
 

I like to backup my entire system 
periodically with a drive image 
program from Acronis called 
True Image. 
 

However, I also like to try and 
keep most of my data separate 
from the program files and win-
dows system files making up the 
boot drive. 
 

I took advantage of the built-in 
drive partitioning software of 
Vista (more about this in another 
article), in order to create several 
other partitions on my C: drive, 

I'm told the literal meaning of 
"hasta la vista" in Spanish is 
"until the seeing." Or maybe a 
more adequate translation is "see 
you later.” But in this column, I'm 
using that phrase to invite you to 
take a look at Microsoft's latest 
version of Windows: Vista. 
 

If you take a look at the new 
Vista Start Menu, one change 
from Windows XP you will see is 
that there is a link at the top of it 
which is your account name. If 
you click on that, you will open 
up a Windows Explorer window, 
which shows all your user fold-
ers, such as: 
 

 Documents 
 Music 
 Pictures 
 Desktop 
 Favorites 
 Etc.. 
 

In Details view, this is handy 
since one column shows the 
Folder path for each of these. 
Most of the folders will be on 
your boot drive (normally, C:) in 
this path: 
 

C:\Users\<AccountName>, where 
<AccountName>, of course, is 
your account name. 
 

There are several entries in this 
list which have the little 
"shortcut" arrow in their icons, 
for example: 
 

 Application Data 
 Cookies 
 Local Settings 
 My Documents 
 Recent 

and one of these is reserved for 
storing the contents of such fold-
ers as Documents, Favorites, Mu-
sic, and Pictures. (I did some-
thing similar for an old computer 
using Windows XP.) 
 

This not only reduces the size of 
the backup image of my boot 
drive, it also makes it much eas-
ier to backup my rapidly chang-
ing data to CD-RWs or DVD-
RWs. 
 

In Windows XP, in order to 
move the data locations to an-
other partition, I was forced, in 
some cases, to edit the registry. 
In Windows Vista, this is no 
longer necessary. 
 

There is a Windows user inter-
face to change folder locations of 
your user account profile. Just 
right click on your Documents 
folder, for example: Select Prop-
erties from the context menu, and 
then you will see a new tab in the 
folder properties windows called 
Location. 
 

Click on that tab, and you will 
now see this message: You can 
change where files in this folder 
are stored to another place on this 
hard drive, another drive, or even 
another computer on your net-
work. 
 

All you have to do is type in the 
new location, and click OK. You 
will then be presented with a 
message, asking if you want to 
move all of the files from the old 
location to the new location, and 
recommending that you do so, or 
else you will see two of the des-
ignated folders in your profile. � 

This article has been provided to APCUG by 
the author solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail above). 

Hasta la Vista—Customize Your Data Locations 
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Capital High School: 

2707 Conger Ave NW 

in Olympia.  Follow the 

signs to the computer lab 

from the lower parking 

lot. 

 
El Sarape Restaurant: 
1200 Cooper Point Road 

in West Olympia near Sta-

ples and the Post Office. 

 
The Olympia Center: 
222 Columbia Street NW 

in Olympia. 

 

Note:  The computer lab 

at the Olympia Senior 

Center is on the second 

floor behind the boutique. 

MEETING  LOCATIONS 

OMUG Supporters 

     We are thankful for the many people,  
organizations and businesses who support 
OMUG. 
 

      Below is a list of a few who have given 
back to the community by assisting OMUG in 
its mission to help computer users help com-
puter users and their community. 
 

      Our supporters provide services and dis-
counts, give of their time, provide space for 
OMUG activities, introduce OMUG members 
to new products, share knowledge and exper-
tise, provide OMUG with software and hard-
ware, or provide educational opportunities.  
All of them are appreciated. 
  
 

 Senior Services for South Sound 
 Olympia Computer Central 
 IPMA 
 Adobe 
 Microsoft 
 Cartridge Care, Inc 

Idea for a new SIG?   

Tell any OMUG board member! 

Did you know…? 
 

• That you can have more than one clock on your 
taskbar in Vista?  Click the clock, then Date and 
Time Settings, then the Additional Clocks tab.  
You can add a clock and choose its time zone.  
Now you’ll know if it’s ok to call Aunt Rosie in 
Connecticut without all those mental gymnastics! 

 
• That you don’t have to run around anymore to 

find Run in Vista?  To put it on the Start Menu, 
right click on the taskbar, click Properties then 
Start Menu tab, click on the Customize tab and 
scroll down to Run—then check it and click OK, 
then click OK again.  Now you’ll find it on the 
Start Menu, right at your fingertips. 

 
• That you can get Hamad Darwish’s photographs 

in high resolution from his website?  Darwish 
took thousands of pictures for Vista’s wallpaper, 
commissioned by Microsoft who wanted just five 
photos from him.  He offered 15 for Microsoft to 
choose from...must have been hard to narrow the 
choice down even to fifteen!  Take a look at Dar-
wish’s flickr page http://www.flickr.com/photos/
darwishh/sets/72157594510047657/    and then 
download the pack if you like from his webpage 
at http://www.hamaddarwish.com/vista.html  � 


